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Did You Know...
the color Teal
represents the healing
journey of a sexual
assault survivor?

SafePlace exists to end
sexual and domestic
violence through safety,
healing, prevention and
social change.

By Christine “Langa” Langa, Volunteer Services Manager

After 25 years of volunteering with SafePlace, in 2006 Frankie Fowler was presented

an award named in her honor. The Frankie Fowler Volunteer of the Year Award
is an annual award presented at the SafePlace Walk to an outstanding volunteer
who has gone above and beyond in their service to SafePlace and our clients. This
award honors Frankie, her legacy of volunteerism and the amazing work SafePlace
volunteers do each year.
This year, SafePlace recognized Joanne
Marsey, a Hospital Advocacy volunteer,
with the Frankie Fowler Volunteer of the
Year Award for 2007. In her volunteer
role, Joanne takes regular shifts, providing
an average of 22 hours each month of
on-call availability, to assist sexual assault
survivors in local hospital emergency
rooms.
Hospital
Advocate
shifts
require
tremendous flexibility and advocates
must be able to put survivors and their
loved ones at ease, make them feel
safe after a traumatic experience and
communicate information effectively in
a crisis - both to survivors, their families
Joanne Marsey accepting the Frankie
and other professionals. Joanne provides
Fowler Volunteer of the Year Award
a very comforting presence, is extremely
knowledgeable about the Sexual Assault
Nurse Examiner (SANE) examination
and legal process following a hospital visit, and is excellent at communicating this
information in a sensitive and compassionate manner.
An active volunteer since 2003, Joanne has provided over 1,015 hours of volunteer
service, has assisted more than 25 survivors at local hospitals and now, with her
experience and knowledge about the SANE program is a mentor to new SafePlace
Hospital Advocates. She is an integral part of training new Hospital Advocates, who
continue to provide support and compassion to survivors of sexual violence. As a
mentor, she is a wonderful example to the new Hospital Advocates, and clearly sets
a high standard for others to follow.
Many thanks to all our volunteers, such as Frankie Fowler and Joanne Marsey, who
remind us that we are a community that cares about and supports those in need.
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Nobody knows exactly how large a problem sexual assault and domestic violence is because these crimes

are dramatically under reported. Just one brief glance at the statistics of those reported however – and well… it
makes my heart sink, as I am sure it does yours.
In 2006, the Austin Police Department responded to 795 sexual assault cases and there
were 5,265 family violence investigations. When speaking to the public about crime in
Austin, Mayor Will Wynn repeatedly tells us that Austin is one of the safest cities in the
United States. In fact, Austin ranks as the 5th safest city with a population of
500,000 or more. Our homicide rate is extremely low, the exceptions being family
violence or substance abuse. These continue to kill our citizens.
Despite the enormity and devastating nature of these crimes, there are great victories in
working towards ensuring the community is safe for all its citizens, and this newsletter
is devoted to many of them. One of the things I am most proud of is the incredibly
strong partnership SafePlace has with our local criminal justice system; the Austin Police
Department, Travis County Sheriff’s Office, Travis County Attorney’s Office and Travis
County District Attorney’s Office are all among our closest and best friends. All of us have
as part of our purpose and mission “ensuring safety”…victim safety.
At SafePlace we have an expansive mission: ending sexual and domestic violence through safety, healing,
prevention and social change. We view safety as a primary right of each community member. Our great
hope is that we do such a fantastic job with our prevention and healing programs and are able to create the
social change that renders our safety services unnecessary. But until that time, we are dedicated to meeting
the immediate safety needs of people hurt by sexual and domestic violence. Read this newsletter, learn about
SafePlace’s safety services and accept our thanks for your friendship to SafePlace.
Peace,
Julia Spann
Executive Director

How does SafePlace focus on Safety?
Emergency shelter, 24 hour hotline, hospital advocacy programs and legal services.

A Snapshot of Safety in 2006...
•
•
•
•
•
•
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9,758 hotline calls from survivors of sexual and domestic violence, their families or allies
were answered.
A total of 31,152 nights of emergency shelter were provided to 860 individuals, including
480 children.
Hospital Advocates accompanied and supported 331 rape survivors at area hospitals.
Legal Advocates provided advocacy, in-court support and information and referrals to 1,105
survivors of violence.
111 children aged 3 months to 5 years received childcare at the Stockton-Hicks Family Tree
Child Development Center.
131 students received 3,124 days of education at the George M. Kozmetsky School.

www.austin-SafePlace.org
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By Erin Clark, Manager of Crisis Intervention Services

The SafePlace 24-Hour Hotline is a lifeline for those in

crisis, providing information about available resources
for survivors and their loved ones, someone to speak to
when nightmares wake survivors at 2 am, or a person
who can help plan for your safety. Often those first
calls survivors make are the beginnings of
moving out of a crisis and into a safe place.
Ayesha* apologized to the Crisis Intervention Provider
(CIP) who answered on the afternoon she placed her
first call to SafePlace’s hotline, saying she did not know
why she was calling. The CIP encouraged her to talk
about what had been happening to her.
Ayesha’s story began with a verbally abusive dating
relationship she hoped would change once they married
two years ago. But the physical abuse began and since
becoming pregnant, the violence escalated. She wanted
to know how she could make him stop hitting her. The
CIP explained that her husband, responsible for his own
behavior, needed to realize this was wrong or things
would not change. She was not ready to leave him - she
just wanted him to stop hurting her. The CIP gave her
information about batterer’s treatment programs and
did some safety planning around what to do when he
became violent again.
Three months after her initial call, Ayesha called the
hotline again. She did not want to bring her baby, due
soon, into this abusive environment. Her abuser had
not considered the counseling information she gave
him and forced her to quit her job; she felt nothing
would make her safe but to leave. She did not want to
have her baby in a shelter, so she decided to leave and
stay with her parents.
The hotline heard from Ayesha again 2 weeks later.
Her plan to escape ended when her abuser came home
as she was leaving, forcing her back into the house.
Since then, she had not been able to use the phone or
leave the house - he would check on her periodically
throughout the day, ensuring she was home. On this
day, he forgot to lock the door as he left; Ayesha fled to
her neighbor’s house to call the SafePlace Hotline.
She could not go to her parents’ house - he had
threatened to kill anyone helping her. She felt she could

The 512-267-SAFE Hotline is answered by
Crisis Intervention Providers 24-Hours a day.

only be safe at the SafePlace shelter, but had no way
to get there. The CIP stayed on the phone with her and
dispatched police to bring her to shelter. This way, the
police could keep her safe should her abuser return as
she left.
Ayesha entered shelter with money she had secretly
saved, important documents and even a small suitcase
of belongings she had hidden in the garage – all tips she
discussed during safety planning in previous calls to the
hotline. Ayesha had begun working toward leaving her
abuser several months earlier through safety planning,
and in small steps was finally able to find safety
within the SafePlace shelter.

Thank you to these foundations for
their generous support of SafePlace.
March 1 - May 15, 2007

Applied Materials
The Donald D. Hammill Foundation
Kershner Trading Group, LLC.
The Lowe Foundation
The Donald D. Hammill Foundation awarded $15,000
in support of the Supportive Housing Program (SHP).
This program provides a transitional period for those
who need resources in order to continue to heal
from the violence and re-build their lives within a
safe environment. The Foundation has generously
supported various SafePlace programs since 1998.
We appreciate their continued commitment to SHP
and the agency.
*The client’s name has been changed to protect her privacy.

24 Hr Hotline: 512-267-SAFE or 927-9616 TTY for the Deaf community
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Memorials

LAtina Advocacy project

onorariums

Gifts made between March 1 through May 31, 2007*.

In Honor of...
Dan Byrne

Kimberly Kozmetsky

Pam Daniel

Mary O’Connell

Ronnie & Christy Dittmar

Kacy O’Hare

Luci Baines Johnson

Janet Parsons

David Kloss & Jennifer Childress

Jan Soifer

In Memory of...
Simone Baah

Irene Holmquist

Jan Lehman & Associates
St. James Episcopal Church
George M. Coldwell
Rebekah McIntosh
Sara Hawkins

Frances W. Siu

Harvey Davis

Mr. & Mrs. Walter Woodul, III

Mary Ware Nobles Lyles

Cynthia & Gregory A. Kozmetsky
James K. O’Connell
Kathryn L. & Danny C. Caldwell
Walter Parsons

To recognize a special person
in your life, please contact
Sharon Sparlin at 512.356.1574.

Alexann Susholtz’s Bat Mitzvah
Lawrence B. Elsner & Benita
Rubinett
JoLynn H. & Gregg Free

In Honor of Mother’s Day
Lisa Apfelberg
Marci S. Dell
Luci Baines Johnson
Kristen E. Jones
Becky Rasanayagam

Nancy Lawrence

Richard A. Holmquist
Judy D. Samouce
Kathy & Robert Smith
Mark E. Whittock

Jane Spivey

Robert Spivey

Jason White

Kathleen S. & Samuel J. Wylie

Marylou Zyduck

Meta B. Hunt

TiPS, Inc.

*Vision & Voice lists Honorariums and Memorials of $100 or more. All tributes are recognized at www.austin-SafePlace.org.

Thank you to these Community 3rd Party Events for their support:
Just Between Friends Helps Austin Sell, Buy and Give

Alpha Chi Omega of UT
b.chic
Central TX Parrot Head Club

Honky Tonk Angels
Just Between Friends
The Hideout Theatre

This spring, Just Between Friends (JBF), a community consignment
franchise, made its way into Austin. JBF manages a consignment
sale where members of the community can sell gently used maternity
and children’s clothing and other family items. JBF then hosts the sale
and provides the marketing, sales people and a facility. The sale
makes it easy for members of the community to purchase these gently
used items for their families.
As in other communities around the country, the JBF organizers for

Salvage Vanguard Theater Austin, Jill Sayre and her sister Janna Moss, choose a local non-profit

Touch of Sass
Vino Vino

to benefit from the entrance fee and the items that are not sold during
the sale and donated by the consignees. This spring, SafePlace was
a recipient of both the entrance fees, clothes and goods, which
generous community members donated to the shelter.
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LAtina Advocacy project

SafePlace News

Program News
Pregnancy & Abuse
Speaker’s Bureau members helped to push the “Safe
Pregnancy” project to its goal of reaching 750 pregnant
or newly parenting women in Travis County.
The program, started earlier this year, is designed
to share information about the connection between
pregnancy and abuse with at-risk community members
in an effort to increase their safety and well-being.

Corporate Volunteering & Ferstt Aid
Volunteering with SafePlace brings a community - and
often times a company - together. Among the companies
making volunteerism a part of their corporate culture is
CyberTrader.
For the second year in a row, the company chose
SafePlace for their CyberTrader Ferstt Aid Day. In
addition to spending the day performing an estimated
value of $3,000 of volunteer work on site, the company
also made a cash and in-kind donation of goods to the
agency.

Community News

Without this volunteer Bureau facilitating the “Healthy
Relationships During Pregnancy and Beyond” interactive
workshops, we would not have been able reach out to
as many pregnant and newly parenting members of
the community.

A Voice for Change
At the Honoring Women in Our Lives Champagne
Reception hosted by the Texas Council on Family
Violence, Julia Spann, Executive Director of SafePlace,
was presented with the Voices for Change Award.

Gift News

As part of a community of more than 600 programs
and advocates working to end domestic violence, Julia was honored as an exceptional woman who “inspires, nurtures, mentors, and cares for us” through
her work within the community.

Library Ambassadors
For those fleeing from an abusive environment to a secure
place, often there is little time to bring life’s necessities
– much less luxury items such as books. The SafePlace
children’s library, for residents of the shelter, received
an incredible gift from two young teens working on a
meaningful Bat Mitzvah project.
Arielle Epstein and Cayla Sher, participating in the
Jewish Women International’s National Library Initiative,
raised more than $11,000 in order to contribute to the
library and make a secure, but new, place a little more
like home for the shelter residents.
A Gift of Trust
Libby and Dale Linebarger, both of whom have a long
history as active community supporters, presented
SafePlace with a $100,000 unrestricted gift this Spring.
When asked how they would
like their gift to be used, the
Linebargers responded that
when they chose to make
a gift to SafePlace, they
felt certain the leadership
would determine how best
the funds may contribute to
the work of the organization.

For Julia, the recognition was an oppotunity to recognize those working at SafePlace. “It truly takes a
full choir and orchestra to create a great sound – one
voice alone is seldom enough. At times I’ve been the
soloist, at times the director, and many times others
working at SafePlace take those roles,” stated Julia. “I
thank all of SafePlace’s staff and volunteers for doing
so, it allows me to do what I love best - be part of a
superb choir that has made this town a better place for
women and children.”
Celebrating the Survivor Spirit III
The Celebrating the Survivor Spirit event provides
survivors of sexual violence and their
loved ones a safe space to come
forward, meet, and hear from each
other, building a community of survivors
and allies through spoken word, musical
performance, and visual art.

If you are a survivor interested in sharing
a visual or performance piece that
speaks to your healing journey, or are
a survivor or ally interested in a moving
Libby
&
Dale
Linebarger
outside
the
evening supporting this journey, please
To celebrate this generous
counseling room named in their honor.
join us on September 29 from 6-9pm
gift,
SafePlace
Board
at the Austin Yoga School. For more
and Foundation members
information about the event or to RSVP to perform or
joined the Linebargers in May to dedicate a Child
display artwork email info@austin-safeplace.org.
and Adolescent Counseling room in their honor.
24 Hr Hotline: 512-267-SAFE or 927-9616 TTY for the Deaf community
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On the Road Again (with the SafePlace Walk)
By Narissa Johnson, Communications Coordinator

Congratulations
20th Anniversary
SafePlace Walk
Award Winners!!
Biggest Corporate Team
& Top Company Fundraiser
Dell
Top Corporate Team
Dell PN1
Top Family & Friends Fundraiser
Marguerite’s Team
Top Community Team Fundraiser
Friends of SafePlace
Biggest Community Team
Ranger Texas Walkers
Top School Team Fundraiser
Future Social Workers

The SafePlace Walk itself may be a short 2.2 miles, but during the past 20

years Austinites have walked many miles for SafePlace, raising awareness
and support for those affected by sexual assault and domestic violence.
Held in April in recognition of Sexual Assault Awareness Month,
the 20th Anniversary
of
the
SafePlace
Walk brought the
community together
again.

This year’s Walk,
the largest single
fundraising and
community awareness
event SafePlace
hosts, introduced a
new theme: “Walk
Long time SafePlace Walk volunteer Dewey Brooks
Your Talk”. Walkers,
prepares eager Walkers to start to Walk their Talk.
volunteers and
sponsors accepted the
invitation to “Walk Your Talk” about the importance of providing
Safety, Healing, Prevention and Social Change for survivors
of sexual and domestic violence, sending a powerful message
that interpersonal violence is unacceptable in our community.

Biggest School Team
Alpha Chi Omega

This year SafePlace invited Courtney Sanchez and her family to
be the 20th Anniversary SafePlace Walk Survivor Chairs. “The
SafePlace Walk is an important walk for the community; it gives survivors
an opportunity to come together to honor those who have lost their lives to
Top Individual Fundraiser
sexual and domestic violence,” Mrs. Sanchez stated. “The amazing thing
John Maltabes
is the community support, both in funds raised, but also in the awareness
it brings to these issues.” This was an opportunity for Mrs. Sanchez to use
her own experiences to raise awareness about SafePlace: “Without SafePlace, I probably would not be
here today”.
Activities at Waterloo Park included a Moon Bounce and Spin Art for families, music by Ponty Bone and the
Squeezetones, awards for various levels of Walk participation, the presentation of the Frankie Fowler Volunteer
of the Year Award, and the Memorial Wall. Each year the Memorial Wall provides survivors and loved ones the
opportunity to post notes, photos and other tributes to those lost to sexual assault and domestic violence.
This year’s SafePlace Walk raised nearly $260,000, which is the equivalent of almost 9,000 safe nights in the
shelter. Thank you to all of those who participated!

Save the Date for the 2008 SafePlace Walk on
April 12, 2008!!
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Thank you to the 20th
Anniversary SafePlace Walk
sponsors!
Presenting Sponsor

Media Partners

Top: The Sanchez Family, the
20th Anniversary SafePlace Walk
Survivor Chairs.
Left: Walkers placed daisies at the
Memorial Wall.
Bottom: Walkers gather at
Waterloo Park to listen to music and
participate in the activites.

Photos courtesy
of Brenna
Straudt &
Elizabeth Burns

Dell • Emerson Process Management •
Cor-Well Foundation • Wells Fargo •
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer Feld LLP •
H-E-B • LBJ Asset Management Partners
• Personal Administrators, Inc. •
Pricewaterhouse Coopers • Prosperity
Bank • Randalls Food Markets •
Samsung Austin Semiconductor •
Thomas & Brustkern LLP • Vinson & Elkins
• Hester Capital Management • Hill
Country Kappa Delta Alumnae • Hughes
& Luce LLP • Ironstone Bank • Jackson
Walker, LLP • Representative Patrick M.
Rose • Seton Health Care Network
• St. David’s Medical Center • Terry
McDaniel & Company • Tokyo Electron
• Treaty Oak Bank • Venkel Corp.

Help Cut Out Sexual Assault

The community joined African-American beauticians and the Community Education department to begin

breaking the silence around sexual assault in the African-American community and to encourage survivors to
seek support.
During a celebration of this valuable community collaboration, a call to action was made and members of the
community vowed to: listen and learn about the problem of sexual violence in the African-American community,
understand their part in the solution, support African-American survivors of sexual violence, refuse to remain silent, and work collectively with women and men to end sexual assault within the African-American community.
Special thanks to Salon Partners: The 7th Salon, African Braids by Paulette, Ambient Tresses, Ann’s Private
Cuts, Black Hair Unlimited, The Comfort Zone, Classy Lady Beauty Salon, Gabrielle’s Salon and Spa, Gloria’s
Hair Boutique, HCS Salon – Hair Corner, Infini D’s Salon, Jackson Ruiz Salon Spa, Jarika’s Reflextions Hair
Design, Jenissa Beauty Academy, King’s Beauty Mart, Minnie’s Beauty Salon, Omar’s Full Service Salon, and
Salon Echelon.
Thank you, as well, to Mars Restaurant and Bar, Nubian Queen Lola’s Cajun Kitchen, Sam’s BBQ, Sazon,
Tony’s Southern Comfort Restaurant, and Whole Foods Market for donating refreshments.
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2007 Board of Directors • Richard Mendoza, Chair
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