
In 2007, the SafePlace Board revised our mission statement to: SafePlace exists to end 
sexual and domestic violence through safety, healing, prevention and social change. 
We wanted to emphasize “social change” as a significant aspect of our work; but 
what does that phrase really mean?  

Social change work is complex, potentially divisive and 
challenging to describe in concrete terms. This issue of 
Vision & Voice shares how social change fits within our 
agency. 

In the last 50 years some of the most enlightened social 
change movements in history occurred: civil rights, 
peace, women’s rights and the rights of people with 
disabilities – just to name a few. These movements caused laws to be passed, policies 
and practices changed, and certain attitudes and behaviors denounced. People even 
changed how they use language. Though things are not perfect today, these social 
movements contributed to building a more just society. 

The women’s rights movement was the inspiration for SafePlace. The Mexican American 
Business and Professional Women’s Association, a group of radical Latina activists, got the ball rolling in Austin/Travis 
County. The result is 34 years of healing, safety and prevention of sexual and domestic violence. 

A great example of the social change in our community is the collaborative work we do with law enforcement and the 
criminal justice system to ensure victims of violence have protection and access to needed services. Last year, there 

was not a single domestic violence homicide in 
our city – this is progress!

Today, SafePlace continues seeking social 
change by working with others to promote 
alternatives to the attitudes, behaviors and 
policies that perpetuate the acceptance of 
interpersonal violence, especially violence 
against women.   

Our aspiration is that all who live and work in 
our community create an environment that does 
not tolerate or allow interpersonal violence. 

We hope to see each institution and system in our community (schools, health care providers, law enforcement, 
workplaces, places of worship and others) adopt policies and practices ensuring and promoting safety, equality and 
respect for all people.

As a reader committed to working with us to create this social change, you can:

Individual Relationship Community Society

A socio-ecological model for creating social change. For more about this, turn 
to page 3. 
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Did You Know...

April is Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month?

Continued pg. 3

Last year, there 
was not a single 

domestic violence 
homicide in our 

city – that is 
progress!



Every year, the Texas Association Against Sexual Assault (TAASA) 
recognizes extraordinary programs which contribute to the 
elimination of sexual abuse and assault. This year, TAASA 
honored SafePlace’s Help Cut Out Sexual Assault (HCOSA) 
Campaign  as the 2007 TAASA Innovative Program of the 
Year. 

Through collaboration, SafePlace and the African-American 
community in Austin/Travis County have engaged in prevention 
work critical to changing social norms and increasing 
community accountability regarding sexual violence. The 
campaign also increases public awareness about sexual 
violence and provides culturally-relevant education about 
these crimes and the services available to survivors.  

HCOSA is a multi-phase campaign extending through 2008. 
During 2007, members of the African-American community 
joined with SafePlace staff to form an HCOSA Advisory 
Committee. This Advisory Committee has been instrumental 
in helping to develop primary and secondary prevention 
materials for the campaign. 

Over 18 beauty salons (representing more than 50% of the 
African-American salons in the area) joined with SafePlace 
to distribute over 4,500 copies of these materials at their 
businesses. Salons report their clients are now discussing the 
subject of sexual violence, survivors are coming forward and salon owners know how to respond.

During 2008, SafePlace plans to continue fostering relationships with salon partners; provide African-American 
beauticians with culturally-appropriate training about effectively responding to clients who experienced sexual 
assault; and expand partnerships to include African-American barbershops. These innovative partnerships will serve 
as a model for others who share our commitment to addressing and preventing sexual violence in this community.
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Focus     on  
Thank you to these foundations 

for their generous support.
November 2007 - February 2008

Avon Foundation * Carolyn Rice Bartlett 
Foundation * Daniels Fund * Theodore P. 
Davis Charitable Foundation * Lind Family 
Charitable Foundation * Link Foundation * 
Alice Kleberg Reynolds Meyer Foundation * 
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church * Rachael 
& Ben Vaughan Foundation * Lola Wright 

Foundation

The Women’s Fund of Central Texas awarded a 
$15,000 grant in support of SafePlace’s Stockton-
Hicks Family Tree Child Development Center, 
which provides developmentally-stimulating and 
specially-designed child care for the preschool-
aged children of our residential clients. Grant 
awards were presented to SafePlace and other 
grantees at a luncheon in February 2008. We 
very much appreciate the generosity of The 
Women’s Fund of Central Texas.

LAtina Advocacy projectImpact of Change in United Way Funding

In 2007, SafePlace received $233,000 in United Way grant funding. Changes in United Way’s funding 
processes resulted in an award of $79,000 specifically for our Counseling Services program for 2008; 
we also received funding for child care for clients who meet certain eligibility requirements. Recognizing 
the impact these funding cuts would have on our agency, United Way also awarded $13,880 in general 
operations funding for 2008.  

Many of you have questions about how these cuts in United Way funding will affect SafePlace. Services 
will not be cut due to this decrease in funding. In 2008, we will use agency reserves; and we are working 
diligently to replace these funds for the long term health of the agency. To those of you who have contributed to 
us in light of these changes, we say “Thank You” for your continued concern and commitment to SafePlace. 

One Program Recognized for Innovation
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S o c i a l  C h a n g e 

Recognize and learn all you can about interpersonal violence;  •
Offer help to anyone you think is experiencing abuse;  •
Not be silent or look the other way if you think someone is being abusive - urge them to seek help;  •
Encourage your workplace, place of worship or school to have policies about sexual and domestic violence  •
and procedures to help victims; and
Mentor and teach boys how to be men in ways that do not involve degrading or abusing girls; including  •
laughing at jokes that perpetuate stereotypes about girls - or anyone else for that matter. 

By reading this newsletter, you are part of SafePlace’s mission. As you read on, you can be part of our mission 
to create social change.

“Social Change at SafePlace” cont. from pg. 1

Individual
attitudes & beliefs that 
support interpersonal 
violence; childhood 
history of abuse or 
witnessing violence

Relationship
friends & family 

environment
that is emotionally

unsupportive, 
physically

violent or rooted in 
controlling others

Community
general tolerance of 
sexual & domestic 
violence; lack of 
support from all 

community systems; lack of 
employment opportunities; 
weak community sanctions

against perpetrators

Societal
inequalities

based on gender, 
race, sexual 
orientation,

religious or cultural
beliefs; economic 
& social policies

SafePlace’s 
Family Centric 
Counseling 
provides families 
the opportunity 
to heal & stop 
the cycle of 
violence in their 
families. 

SafePlace’s 
School-Based 
Services provide 
support groups 
for students 
experiencing 
domestic violence, 
sexual abuse 
or teen dating 
violence. This 
program educates 
young people 
about respectful 
relationships.

SafePlace’s Community 
Collaborations engages 
with a variety of agencies 
& organizations working 
to benefit people at risk 
of violence. Collaboration 
begins with networking 
and establishing 
relationships with various 
community systems 
(such as hospitals, law 
enforcement, government 
entities and other non-
profits) that survivors 
of sexual and domestic 
violence often need.

Using guidelines 
SafePlace helped the 
Austin Independent 
School District 
develop, the 
Governor of Texas 
signed HB 121 into 
law; this law requires 
every school district 
in Texas to adopt and 
implement a dating 
violence policy to 
help protect youth.

This graphic illustrates the connection between the risk factors for experiencing interpersonal violence. 
We can participate in creating social change by working to affect these at the individual, relationship, 
community and broader societal levels. Below are examples of how SafePlace addresses each:
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Libby Linebarger, Piper Jones, 
Victoria Lynden, Lillian Patrick
Meredith Holden

Frank Luera
Carrie Cavalier

Amber MacIver
Baker Botts L.L.P.

Bishop John McCarthy
Rosemary B. Hauser

Wendy Matthews
Susan Wiederspahn

Suzanna B. Meilahn
Nancy E. Meilahn

My Family
April K. May

My Patients
Karen E. Frazer, DDS  
& Associates

Candyce Ossefort-Russell
Donald & Judith Neely

Joe & Janis Pinnelli
MariAlice S. & Dillon Ferguson

Tom & Connie Quilter
Jennifer A. Quilter

Rachel
Martha K. & Garth E. Brokaw

Gail Rice
Louise S. Vine

Courtney Sanchez
Anonymous

Mary Ellen & Mike Sessa
Ellen Grady-Sessa &  
Robert W. Sessa

SFC
Margaret J. Roberts

Coral and Joel Smith
James A. Bryant

Chauntelle Tibbals
So-Cal Insulation, Inc.

Marjorie Voiers
Laura V. & Bruce W. Patterson

In Honor of...
& To recognize a special person, 

contact Erin Osenbaugh at 
512.356.1574. Honorariums

memorials
Gifts made between October 2007 - February 2008*

Lew Aldridge’s Birthday
Gail Gallaway

All those who suffer from 
Domestic Violence
Joyce K. Christian and  
Rudolph H. Green

Raymond Angelini
Professional Bondsmen of Texas

David Ansel
Anonymous

Beau Armstrong and  
Preston Randall
Suzanna Sugarman

Jenifer Arntson and Kevin Collins
Jay Billig

Sara Ballon
Dana S. Switzer

Bobbi Beal
Ramsey Family Charitable Trust

Evangeline Boyd
Elva E. Mendoza and  
Thomas Sims

Lucy Carter
Nancee J. Lottmann

Judy & Jim Coleman
James Coleman

Rachel Cooke
Geraldine K. and Linton Brooks

Jack Dean, Dorothy Pode, Bill & 
Sandra Archer
William C. Archer

Gretchen Ellis
Ann Benolken

Linda Ford
LaNelle Ford

John & Mary Frala
Carla and Eric Cox

JoLynn Free
Marie Crane, Ph.D. and  
Bill Kelly, Ph.D.
Joan T. & Charles D. Hudson
George & Martha G. McGonigle
MariBen Ramsey and  
Karen Kahan

JoLynn Free for Community 
Leadership Award
Invest in Others Charitable 
Foundation, Inc.

Josefa Garcia
Velia G. Oakes

Erin Goodison, Alda Santana, 
Christina Conrad, Sue Ann 
Snyder, Cynthia Trejo and 
Marshall Divita
The SunShine Lady Foundation, 
Inc.

Ron Gossling & Nancie Poppema
David Day

Kelle & Neil Hand
Kyle Weigum

David, Elaine & Kate Henry
Kathryn Nichols

My parents, Gordon & Nancy 
Johnson
Cathy L. Hendricks

Luci B. Johnson
Shirley James
Lynda J. Robb

Catherine Jones
CJR Foundation, Inc.

Piper Jones, Merri Holden, Lillian 
Patrick, Victoria Lynden
Elizabeth A. &  
Roger Dale Linebarger

Gary Keller, Mo Anderson, Mark 
Willis & Mary Tennant for Boss’s 
Day
Danica Shelton

W. Scott Kerr
Mary H. Brennan-Kerr &  
Wayland C. Kerr

Shirin Khosropour
Mary Sondgeroth

My Precious Child, Kristen Knust
Melissa B. Knust

Josolyn Nelson Krohmer
Emmie Carrigan

Ashley Lewis
Daniel J. Flick

Jimmy Atkins
Elizabeth S. and  
Jeffrey T. DeLargy
Kenneth R. and Nicole L. Elliott

Kevin Barr
Melanie Barr

Maudelle Covington
Suzanne Covington and  
Rupert Chambers

Judy DeRoeck
ESKO Electric, Inc.
Joe R. Long Investments 

Barbara Divine
Robert A. Divine

Charlie Floyd
Jenifer Floyd

Rita Headrick
Isabelle S. Headrick and Michael 
S. Hurewitz 

Irene Holmquist
Richard A. Holmquist

Penny Grubbs Hudson
Neal T. Jones

Ramon Hernandez
Israel C. & Dietlind S. Hernandez 

Charlie Hard
Myra T. and Blaine H. Bull
Enterprise Rent-A-Car
Melvyn E. Foster
Linda C. and  
Richard P. Henderson
INCE Distributing, Inc.
Elizabeth A. and Kenneth Lerner
Albert H. and Sandra K. Smith
Jason Wagner
Wells Fargo Bank

Vava Sue Johnson
Carla Mills

In Memory of...

Melissa Waelchli
Diane Olbert

Pamela White
Katherine Hensley

*Vision & Voice 
lists Honorariums & Memorials of 

$100 or more. 
All tributes are recognized at 

www.SafePlace.org.  
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Jefferey Davis has hosted his Annual Winter Formal to benefit SafePlace 
for many years; we decided to ask him why... 

“I first heard about SafePlace from a friend that collected donations every year on his birthday, back when you were 
the Center for Battered Woman in the mid to late 80s and 90s. I participated in his event for many years.

In 2000, I started a Christmas Formal; honestly, it was an excuse for my female friends to put on their finest dress and 
ask their significant others to dress up as well.  Life has been an absolute blessing to me, and I felt it was time to give 
back to this community that I love. On the day we were designing invitations, a news report highlighted SafePlace’s 
needs for the holiday season. That is all it took. I went to your website, found the information on 3rd Party Events and 
went from there - 7 years and rolling!

It is amazing how happy it makes my friends to give – toy shopping brings a 
smile to everyone’s face.  We always review the website to ensure we include 
items on your in-kind wish list on the invitations. So many people are willing to 
give;  friends act as sponsors of the party, some for as long as 5 years.

The event has become the one time each year that my friends, both old and new, 
know they can get together and catch up. My two charity events are my favorites 
with the Christmas formal benefiting SafePlace at the top of my list.  

It saddens me that we live in a world where people live in fear of those they love – but it’s a harsh reality.  SafePlace is 
a blessing to those in need and I find myself fortunate to be able to play some small role in your continued success! “

- Jefferey K. Davis

Thank you to these 3rd Party Events in the Community for their support:

Benevolent Events *  Bicycle Sport Shop *  Children’s Orchard South Austin *  Dream Dinners *  Jefferey Davis’ 
Annual Winter Formal Black & White Ball *  Live Oak Unitarian Universalist Church  *  National Council of 
Jewish Women  *  OSC Productions - Love Poetry Competition *  Pulling Together: An Art Exhibit & Design 

Exhibition *  Revenue Accounting & Unclaimed Property Division (of the State Comptroller’s Office)

Gretchen and Bob Ellis welcomed our very special 2008 Men Who Love Women and Women Helping Women 
$1,000 giving circle into their home for an evening of appreciation on February 22nd. 

The group of new and long-time donors gathered for cocktails and hors 
d’oeuvres while hearing from SafePlace client Adrianne Waddell. For 
the last four years, Adrianne has been a member of the POWER Girls - a 
community collaboration led by SafePlace’s School-Based Services for female 
teen leaders who educate other teens and adults about the challenges youth 
(especially girls) face in their lives. On this evening, her powerful words 
painted a picture of young people working with peers to prevent the cycle of 
violence through thoughtful dialogue. 

SafePlace Foundation trustee JoLynn Free also spoke to guests about the 
myriad of reasons to support SafePlace, ending with heartfelt appreciation 
on behalf of SafePlace.

Men Who Love Women and Giving Thanks!

To learn about becoming a member of Men Who Love Women and Women 
Helping Women, contact Laura C. Haney, Annual & Corporate Giving 
Coordinator at (512) 356-1569 or LHaney@SafePlace.org

Gretchen & Bob Ellis, and Gretchen’s father 
Dick Rathgeber.



A nation wide questionnaire revealed rape was a common experience on college campuses; and was often perpetrated 
by someone known to the victim.  As a result, the focus of rape prevention, treatment and education shifted and 
“acquaintance rape” became a well-understood phrase.   

Rape crisis centers began developing prevention strategies, the first steps of which focused on raising public awareness 
and advocacy, hoping to inspire the public to recognize the importance of ending sexual violence.  

          

Women  sharing their lives and experiences with one another realized that abuse, degradation, violence and fear 
was a common reality for many women in intimate relationships, despite socio-economic and other differences.  
This was the the beginnings of a movement to support survivors 
and end domestic violence.  

The connection became clear: survivors
of rape and domestic violence 
were victimized by unrestrained 
power and control.

The 1970s saw an increase in 
public awareness of sexual assault 
and domestic violence.  Women
began to organize to provide safety 
for survivors fleeing their abusers.  

In response to public concern, laws began 
changing.  Some state laws recognized marital rape and 
introduced “rape shield laws” (this made a survivor’s sexual past inadmissible in court proceedings).  

In Austin...

In 1974, the Austin Rape Crisis Center (ARCC) opened as the first 
rape crisis center in Texas.  

In 1977, the Center for Battered Women (CBW) opened the first 
emergency shelter for battered women and their children in Texas, 
sheltering 10-15 women and children each night.

www.SafePlace.org
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A History of the Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault 
Movements and SafePlace’s 34 Years of Serving Austin

1970s

1980s

In Austin…

CBW began:
• A program to provide therapeutic services to children in the shelter, 
35-60% of whom were also abused;
• The Outreach/Non-Residential Counseling Center, to provide 
counseling to battered women and their children; and 
• Developing the Teen Dating Violence Project in local schools.  

The ARCC was recognized as an exemplary rape crisis center by 
the National Center for the Prevention and Control of Rape, U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services.

Thanks to public pressure, laws across 
the country increased penalties for 
criminals; the definition of “rape”         

expanded and federal dollars 
were allocated for sexual 

violence prevention. 



The sexual assault and domestic violence movements (once grassroots advocacy, social change and consciousness-
raising efforts) shifted to include more conventional approaches (such as research and evaluation, reform, and 
training).

Local, state and 
national agencies 
initiated public 
awareness 
campaigns. 

System reforms 
expanded to 
include a 
focus on collaborations 
with new resource 
providers, including 
welfare systems and policy issuers, 
such as housing, mental health, substance 
abuse and child care systems.

In 1994, the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) passed.  VAWA funding supports policies to encourage 
abuser prosecution, victims’ services and prevention programs, among other services. 
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1990s & 2000s

In Austin…

ARCC:
•  Collaborated with local law enforcement, the Texas Department of Health 
and St. David’s Hospital to establish training programs for the first groups of 
Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners.
•  Established the Personal Safety Awareness Center to ensure individuals with         
disabilities receive appropriate services.
             

CBW:
•  Collaborated with law enforcement, victim services and legal aid groups to 
create the Family Violence Protection Team.
•  Added a Supportive Housing Program to the continuum of services, the first 
of its kind in Texas and one of the first in the nation.
•  The Teen Dating Violence Project was chosen as one of 22 charter members 
of the National Network of Violence Prevention Practitioners.

 Ten Years ago, in January of 1998, 
ARCC and CBW merged to form SafePlace.

•  Recognizing that “secret” may be viewed as “shameful”, SafePlace establishes itself as a 
“secure”, but not secret location. 
•  The Kelly White Family Shelter, George M. Kozmetsky School and Stockton-Hicks Family Tree 
Child Development Center opened.
•  SafePlace received the Innovative Program of the Year Award from the Texas Association 
Against Sexual Assault for the Watch Your Drink Campaign (2000), Expect Respect (2006) and 
the Help Cut Out Sexual Assault Campaign (2007).
•  The 2004 National Crime Victims’ Service Award was awarded to SafePlace by the U.S. 
Department of Criminal Justice.
•  Disability Services ASAP (A Safety Awareness Program) published training guides 
and educational support group curriculum for survivors with disabilities; the program won the 
2004 Steven Chaney Distinguished Service Award from the Texas Crime Victim Clearinghouse. 



2008 Board of Directors • Robert Thomas, Chair
Karen Bartoletti • Cindy Brouillette •Jann Brown •Myra Bull • Zita Cassizzi • Martha Cotera • Sandy Cox • Maize Hamilton • Richard Mendoza • Susan 
Moore • Kacy O’Hare • Robert Palm • Laura Pressley • Barry Senterfitt • Pamela Sherman • Nicki Tyler 

2008 Foundation Trustees • Richard Fatheree, Chair
Mike Bengtson • Aimee Boone • Charlyn Daugherty • Marci Dell • Gretchen Ellis • JoLynn Free • Theresa Garza • Luci Baines Johnson • John Jones • 
LaShonda Kennedy • Kimberly Kozmetsky • Kacy O’Hare • Patti O’Meara • MariBen Ramsey • Carol Robertson • Courtney Sanchez • Gregory P. Sapire 
• Claire Saunders • Greg Skelton • Tom Stevenson • Donna Stockton-Hicks • Kelly White • Caryl Yontz 
Gregory A. Kozmetsky, Lifetime Trustee
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

THE STRENGTH of WOMEN

THE POWER of COMMUNITY

This Mother’s Day, go to the SafePlace website to help 
support mothers striving for a new beginning, by giving 

a gift of thanks in honor of your mother!

SafePlace has a new home on the Web!
www.SafePlace.org


