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CRAIG HESTER AND GSD&M HONORED BY SAFEPLACE 
 
AUSTIN, TX – In honor of Domestic Violence Awareness Month, Austin came 

out to attend the Fourth Annual SafePlace Celebration – The House is 

Rockin’. Supporters of SafePlace who have helped to raise the community 

consciousness about the mission of ending sexual and domestic violence in our 

community were treated to performances by award-winning Austin musicians, Gary 

Clark Jr. and Lou Ann Barton, cuisine from FlickFare and a fantastic live and silent 

auction.  

 

Advertising agency GSD&M IdeaCity was recognized with the SafePlace 

Community Hero award for their dedication to SafePlace and the greater 

community. The Austin agency has stayed true to their founding principles with the goal 

to empower their clients to grow their businesses and make a difference for their 

employees and communities – locally, nationally and internationally. Eleven years ago 

the Austin Rape Crisis Center and the Center for Battered Women merged; it was with 

GSD&M’s guidance that the new agency name was chosen. As Tim McClure recalled at 

the event, when a woman is fleeing her abusive home and her child asks “Where are we 

going?” the mother could reply “To a safe place”. 

 

Craig Hester, longtime volunteer and steward for SafePlace received the SafePlace 

Guardian award.  Mr. Hester has provided countless hours of his time consulting and 

providing financial advice, which helped the agency continue to serve the growing Austin 

community. As a past Chair and member of the Foundation Board, his continued 

support is reflected in his commitment and dedication to the mission of the agency. 

 

“We are pleased to honor people who have made an enormous impact on SafePlace’s  
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history – we are lucky to have so much support from the community,” said  

Executive Director, Julia Spann. “We can not achieve or vision of ending sexual and 

domestic violence if people like Craig Hester, everyone at GSD&M and the 400 people at 

this event didn’t support us.”  

 

### 

 

About SafePlace 

SafePlace is ending sexual and domestic violence through safety, healing and prevention 

for individuals, families and our community. With 35-years of experience working with 

survivors of sexual assault and domestic violence in Austin/Travis County, SafePlace is 

an internationally recognized leader for its innovative and valuable programs. By 

providing a state-of-the-art emergency shelter; extensive transitional services; hospital 

advocacy for rape survivors; counseling, prevention and education programs, SafePlace 

offers critically needed services to survivors and engages the community in advancing 

alternatives in attitudes, behaviors and policies to impact our understanding and 

responses to sexual and domestic violence. 
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